
A
dditional funds for education made available
through an April 17 referendum already are bene-
fiting students across District 64 this Fall. Park
Ridge-Niles residents approved a 44-cent rate

increase to provide additional revenues to maintain the
quality of local schools.

“We are grateful to the community for giving us the
resources we need to positively impact education for 
students now and well into
the future,” Superintendent
Sally Pryor stated. “Working
together with the Board of
Education, we acted quickly
to reinstate programs and
services and lowered class
sizes so that the new school
year could begin in the best
way possible for every
child,” Dr. Pryor added. “We believe these changes have
moved us past the ‘tipping point’ so that we can sustain
the quality of education at the level traditionally expected
by this community for many years to come.”

Because higher taxes are a challenge to all residents,
the Board has pledged to continue its active oversight of
District finances through regular Committee-of-the-
Whole on Finance meetings. “We intend to make sure that
the promises the District made are being kept and that we

Class sizes guidelines have been restored to long-
time standards. 
 Grades 1-2 – maintained at 24 students.
 Grades 3-4 – rolled back to 26 students.
 Grades 5-8 – rolled back to 28 students.
 Kindergarten– class size guideline lowered to 22 students.

Selected programs and services for students have
been restored.
 Early Literacy Team of 3.5 teachers was created to 
provide intervention for reading/literacy development in
grades K-3. (Read more on page 2.)
 English Language Learners support at all grades restored
to previous staffing level.
 Special education services to non-public school students
restored to 2005 level.

Program and service reductions originally authorized
for 2007-08 have been reinstated. 
 Elementary instrumental music program – restored.
 Bus service for non-public students – restored.
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CONNECTIONS
Referendum funds benefit students this Fall

Referendum funding already at work
The first phase of a technology update program includes new 
computers at Emerson Middle School’s Learning Resource Center.
(ABOVE)Lower class sizes benefit all students, such as these third
graders at Carpenter School who talked about local government
with President Runyon (center) and teacher Sue Douglass. 

A multi-year investment in technology has been
launched.
 Replacement of outdated computers — equipment 
purchased and in use for middle schools; elementary
schools in next phase January 2008.
 High-speed internet access – planning underway for
start-up Fall 2008.
 Website – expanded site to debut Winter 2008.
 Tech Action Team –  working group is planning curricu-
lum upgrades.

Critical Life Safety facilities projects have been
scheduled. Work will be completed in phases beginning
next summer.

A normal schedule of maintenance and upkeep of
buildings and grounds has been resumed. The back-
log of deferred projects has been prioritized and work is
being planned.  

MORE ABOUT THE 2007-08 BUDGET – PAGE 3.

are communicating regularly with residents,” Board
President Sue Runyon said. The Board also is reconvening
the Community Finance Committee in December and
expanding its activities to include a legislative group. (See
related story on page 2.)

Dr. Pryor added that the District is committed to 
achieving a “culture of savings” and to expanding spend
management practices to stretch tax dollars as far as possible.

Here is an overview of how District 64 has fulfilled pledges made before the 
referendum to invest in student learning.



A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Referendum funds help
young readers
Helping our youngest students gain a strong
start in reading is the goal of our newly created
Early Literacy Team. This is one of the ways
referendum funds are being used strategically
to help students when and how they need it
most.

This year, we are able to devote the time of 
3.5 teachers to work intensively with small
groups of students in grades K-3 who need
additional support to develop their literacy
and reading skills. These group lessons supple-
ment the District’s core reading program.

Creation of the team has been a long-stand-
ing goal for me and for many of the teachers
who work with our youngest learners. That’s
because research has shown that intervening
before students noticeably lag behind is critical.
Not only are they still enthusiastic about learn-
ing, but often their problems can be resolved
relatively quickly with intensive support.

Focusing on reading in the early grades is
fundamental for all students. Students must
“learn to read” before they can feel confident
about “reading to learn” in the upper grades.
Our Early Literacy Team is designed to help
make sure that all students become independ-
ent and confident readers. Intervening early
means that all students gain a strong start so
they can become successful learners.  

The new Early Literacy Team, combined
with smaller class sizes, is a remarkable legacy
from the 2007 referendum. I thank the Park
Ridge-Niles community for giving us the
financial resources to make this happen.

SALLY PRYOR, ED.D.
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Board of Education
Meetings 

Hendee Educational
Service Center (ESC)
164 S. Prospect Ave.
Park Ridge
(847) 318-4300

Start time,
agendas, reports
& minutes:
www.d64.org

November
13 (ESC) 
26 (Franklin School)

December
10 (Washington School)

January
14 (ESC)
28 (Field School)

February
11 (ESC)
25 (Carpenter)

Students praised as Ethical Leaders 
The Elementary Learning Foundation (ELF) presented the 2007

Judith L. Snow Ethical Leadership Award to Robert Gale

(Emerson), Kevin Hemphill (Lincoln), and Sarah Russell

(Lincoln) before their promotion from District 64 in June. “This

is a much-respected award among our students and these

recipients are to be commended for this recognition,” said

Superintendent Sally Pryor.

The skills and attributes for the Snow Award work in 

tandem with the District’s Civil Behavior initiatives for all 

students and the greater community as well. Selection is

based upon nominees’ ethical and leadership skills, such as

dependability, respect from and toward others, integrity, team-

work, and involvement in activities.

Community Finance advisers to
reconvene
The District 64 Community Finance Committee (CFC) is undergo-
ing a transition again this Fall as local volunteers are being recruit-
ed for a new legislative subcommittee, and to replace retiring
members on the existing trio of study groups. A standing commit-
tee of the Board of Education, the CFC will be reconvened in early
December.  Monthly meetings are planned through the Winter to
research and prepare reports by May. 

The legislative study group will provide timely input to help
the Board become more pro-active on financial legislation that may
impact the District’s budget and local taxpayers. The CFC also is
seeking new members for its three ongoing subcommittees:  Spend
Management, Communications and Financial Structure. Interested
community members are asked to contact Dr. Sally Pryor at the
District 64 offices as soon as possible.

CFC Leaders Win Top State Education Award
CFC Subcommittee Cochairmen Phil Eichman (Financial Structure),
Craig Elderkin (Communications) and Diana Stapleton (Spend
Management) received the top honor – the Award of Excellence – in
the 2007 “Those Who Excel” state-wide program sponsored by the
Illinois State Board of Education. The trio was cited for outstanding
contributions to education and exemplary leadership.

(L/R) Dr. Pryor, Kevin Hemphill, Robert Gale & ELF 2006-07 Chair Steve Trapp 

Help prevent MRSA infections
Good personal hygiene habits, safe practices both

at home and school, and ongoing vigilance will

help keep the District 64 community healthy,

according to Sandy Larson, RN, Facilitator of

School Health Services. 

Guidelines on how to combat the spread of

drug-resistant infections (MRSA) in District 64

schools have been shared with all staff members

and parents, and are available to the community on

the District 64 Web site: www.d64.org.
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DISTRICT NEWS

2007 tax levy to be adopted 

The tax levy for 2007 is the second year in which District 64 may levy
up to the “limiting rate” of 2.751% approved by the April referendum.
The District expects to levy about $50 million to help create the
Operating Fund balance projected by the Board’s planning scenario.

“By levying at a specific dollar amount, the Board will fulfill its 
referendum promise to ask only for the revenues needed to comply
with the Fund Balance policy and the official forecast,” Mr. Martin said.
If property values grow higher than expected, the District will have a
tax rate lower than the “limiting rate”.

A public hearing on the 2007 levy will be held December 10 at
Washington School prior to Board adoption that evening.

Finances to stabilize this year;
delayed tax bills a “final hurdle”
District 64’s financial outlook is expected to stabilize this year with the
infusion of additional tax revenues from the successful referendum,
although a final hurdle looms in the short term.

“Wrangling over proposed legislation in Springfield caused an
unprecedented delay in Cook County’s sending out the Fall tax bills,
which in turn means an unprecedented delay for District 64 to receive
tax revenues,” Business Manager Bruce Martin said. The District now
expects to receive taxes in December, months behind schedule.

Coupled with the District’s low Operating Fund balance, this delay
forced the Board of Education in October to issue $7 million in tax antic-
ipation warrants providing cash for ongoing operations into early 2008.

“This situation clearly points out why District 64 asked local resi-
dents as part of the referendum request to strengthen our fund balance
so we can better withstand these delays,” Board President Sue Runyon
stated. “The $85,000 cost of the warrants will be paid from the District’s
Education Fund and will not be passed on to taxpayers. But, it’s that
much less the District can spend on educational needs – all caused by
the Springfield stalemate,” Ms. Runyon added.

2007-08 budget reflects referendum

The 2007-08 budget adopted by the Board on September 24 reflects the
impact of the referendum on both revenues as well as expenses.
Operating Fund revenues will grow about 5.3% to almost $56.1 million.
Operating Fund expenditures will increase by 6.3% for the year to 
$52.6 million, which includes about $751,000 in capital Life Safety
expenditures. 

The budget reflects the investment approved by the referendum 
for additional teachers needed to restore class sizes and educational
programs to previous levels before a series of budget cuts in past years.
It also reflects additional investment in technology that had been 
curtailed previously.

For the current year, the Operating Fund is expected to end with a 
positive balance. The District’s Operating Fund balance will increase
and come closer to its goal. “Although this fund balance is still well
below the Board’s goal of having four months of operating expenses, or
33%, at the close of the fiscal year, it is the first sizeable upturn in that
balance in many years,” Mr. Martin said.

The five elementary school PTOs are sharing

$50,000 in funds remaining from the Parents’

Paid Lunch and Before School Program.

District 64 assumed responsibility for opera-

tion of the programs effective with the 2007-

08 school year. 

Prorated based on enrollments, the funds

will be used to offset program expenses:

Roosevelt $13,235; Field $11,115; Washington

$10,365; Franklin $8,515; and, Carpenter

$6,770. District 64 will receive the remaining

balance once all liabilities have been 

discharged.

“The District worked very hard over the

summer to interview and hire staff and

redesign procedures to ensure a seamless

transition and good environment for students

who participate,” Superintendent Sally Pryor

said. Currently, about 2,250 elementary

school students are enrolled in the fee-based

programs.

Parents will be surveyed in January as part

of an evaluation of the program and its budget

impact on District 64. A study committee is

expected to report to the Board of Education

in March. 

Young "Kindness Ambassadors"  
Roosevelt School first graders in Ms. Leslie's class enjoy a "kindness" lesson in
song and pictures as part of an all-school program in support of District 64's 
on-going Civil Behavior initiative.

PTOs share former Parents’ Paid Lunch funds 

UNSCRAMBLE THE JARGON!

Education Finance Fact Book
www.d64.org

Short chapters provide brief overview. 
Links to more details. 

PLUS answers to frequently asked questions.
A unique resource made possible by an ongoing collaboration between the 

Community Finance Committee and District 64.
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Federal and state grants help meet 
academic goals
District 64 will use about $235,000 in federal and state
annual education grants this year to help students meet
academic achievement standards. More than half of the
funds will provide support to improve the reading and
study skills of students in grades K-6. Funding also will be
used to: train teachers on how to use data from student
assessments to guide instruction; support drug and alcohol
prevention initiatives; develop an information literacy 
curriculum; support career development learning activities;
and purchase books and other library materials.

CURRICULUM NEWS

New Assistant Principal at Lincoln
Timothy E. Gleason has been named Assistant
Principal of Lincoln Middle School. Gleason replaces
Bob Hoerner, who retired in June after a lengthy
career in District 64 as a physical education teacher
and administrator. A graduate of the University of
Kansas, Mr. Gleason holds master’s degrees from the
University of Nebraska and National Louis University.

He received his education administration certificate from Concordia
University, and completed an internship at Emerson Middle School in
2006. He most recently served as Assistant Principal at St. Paul of the
Cross School.

2008 SCHOOL
“OPEN HOUSES”
6:30 P.M.

CARPENTER
FEBRUARY 21

EMERSON 
JANUARY 23
7:30 P.M.
GRADE 5 6:30 P.M.

FIELD
JANUARY 24 

FRANKLIN
APRIL 24

LINCOLN
JANUARY 31
7:00 P.M.
GRADE 5 6:30 P.M.

ROOSEVELT
JANUARY 24

WASHINGTON
JANUARY 24

Parents, students and District 64 staff will have the opportunity to
share their views regarding the current middle school program
for grades 6-8 at Emerson and Lincoln Schools. Surveys for staff
and students will be completed at school; parent surveys will be
completed on-line from the District 64 Web site this month.

“The surveys will provide valuable insights for our 13-mem-
ber study group, which was authorized by the Board of
Education last fall to conduct a full-scale review – the first since
1993,” according to Diane Betts, Assistant Superintendent for
Student Learning. 

The committee has been examining how all
aspects of the middle school educational experience
combine to accomplish the District 64 goal of meeting
the needs of the whole child. The wide-ranging review
includes a consideration of academic core and elective
courses, extracurricular offerings, student recognition
programs and service learning, and the amount and
use of instructional time. The committee will include
the budget implications of any recommended
changes in its final report to the Board in 2008.

All District 64 teachers had an oppor-
tunity to hear from a national expert in
student support and problem-solving
on Monday, October 8, while students
were at home for Columbus Day. Dr.
Mark Shinn provided an overview on
Response to Intervention (RTI), a
method that uses timely and accurate
assessment data to design support
systems to improve student learning. 

Dr. Shinn presented to the elemen-
tary school teachers in the morning,
while middle school teachers met at
their buildings to work on projects
related to their School Improvement
Plans, analyze student data from
September’s Measures of Academic
Progress (MAP) testing, or discuss RTI.
The two groups switched at mid-day.

Emerson teachers Gini Burns (L) and Marcia
Kozelka question Dr. Shinn.

Tim Gleason

Lincoln student poetry
to be published
Poems created by 31 Lincoln
Middle School students have been
selected for publication in The
Pine Tree Poetry Collection, a
national anthology of original
works created by children in
grades K-12. The students submit-
ted their poetry last spring for
judging; the book is published
each January.

Middle School Review Committee plans surveys

Lincoln’s poets include: (BACK ROW, FROM L) Adrian Adamic, Sean Pavel, Voyo Gabrielo, Matt Walsh, Mike Miller; (SECOND ROW FROM BACK)

Nate Flynn, Mike Paradiso, Adam Forbes, Danielle Soldat, Mairead Downes, Katie Pachowicz, Catherine Otis, Emily Kelly, Maggie
Holbrook; (THIRD ROW FROM BACK) Nicole Johnson, Mary Rozny, Lindsey Zawila, Taylor Suschek, Julia Kashul, Valerie Castelluccio, Enya
Ward, Kerry Warchol; (FIRST ROW SEATED) Britta Hoiland, Madeline Stanton, Oriana Liveris, Leah Miller. NOT PICTURED: Josie Fioretto,
Daniel Mleynek, Maggie Navin, Katie Patterson (promoted in spring 2007), and Veronica Rozynek.

Staff Development Day focuses on improving 
student learning



2007 ISAT scores are strong;
schools made “AYP” goals
District 64 students performed extremely well again on the
Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) administered in
March 2007, according to Larry Sorensen, Director of Technology
Planning & Assessments. All District 64 schools also made
“Adequate Yearly Progress” (AYP) goals established by the
Illinois State Board of Education.
Here are the 2007 results:
 MATH – 95% of students (grades 3-8) scored in the “meets or
exceeds” categories, with every grade scoring at least 90% or
above.
 READING – 89% of students (grades 3-8) scored in the “meets or
exceeds” groups, with every grade scoring at least 86% or above.
 SCIENCE – 93% of students (grades 4 & 7) scored in the “meets
or exceeds” categories, with both grades scoring at least 90% or
above.

For the first time since 2004, a writing ISAT was given in
grades 5 and 8. For students in grade 5, this was their first expe-
rience with the test. 65% of District 64 fifth graders scored in the
“meets or exceeds” category, which will establish a baseline for
comparison to future scores.  In contrast, grade 8 students had
taken the test previously during third and fifth grade. 79% of
District 64 eighth graders scored in the “meets or exceeds” cate-
gory. “Writing is a curricular area currently being reviewed in
the District, and will be a focus for improvement moving for-
ward,” Mr. Sorensen noted.

“Overall, ISAT data are used in a variety of ways to improve
instruction and learning in our District,” Sorensen explained.
Administrators, school Quality Improvement Teams, individual
grade levels at schools and teachers meet to analyze results and
plan for improvement strategies. ISAT information also is used
to help make decisions on curriculum needs. “We also incorpo-
rate ISAT results into the District’s Educational Ends
scorecard to show student progress,” Mr. Sorensen added.

VIEW MORE ISAT SCORES: WWW.D64.ORG.

ELF grants support innovation in teaching
The non-profit District 64 Elementary Learning Foundation (ELF) awarded 
nearly $40,000 in grants  to support innovative and enriching educational 
experiences. Many of the 13 projects are collaborative efforts among teachers and
staff across grade levels or different schools. In addition, grants often are 
combined with funds from other sources to leverage their impact.
Here are some of the ways grants are being used:
 All students will find it easier to select reading material matched to their skills
from their school libraries through a grant that provides “Lexile” number label-
ing for all materials. The numbers correlate with reading scores students receive
through the District’s new MAP testing program.
 At Emerson, a “Soaring Eagles” student leadership program empowers stu-
dents to create positive change in their environment. Students also will partici-
pate in a “Walk with Pedometers” program that also incorporates technology
and uses mathematical conversions to stress healthy living.
 Working with parents and teachers, all students in grades 3-5 will create bird-
houses that will be displayed in our community.

MORE ABOUT ELF GRANTS: WWW.DISTRICT64ELF.ORG.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Enrollment increases are on track
District 64 enrollment has climbed to 4,358 students, as

measured by the official state benchmark on the 6th day of

attendance for 2007-08. This is an increase of 45 students

over last year, and is within 1% of the projected enrollment

estimated by consulting demographer Dr. John Kasarda.

Although middle school enrollment dropped by 19 

students, the elementary schools added 64 to their totals.

This increase, combined with lower class size guidelines

made possible by the successful referendum, has resulted

in eight new class sections being added at the elementary

level this year. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT: CARPENTER 370; FIELD 622; FRANKLIN 459;
ROOSEVELT 699; WASHINGTON 607; EMERSON 796; LINCOLN 766;
AND JEFFERSON 39. 

Field School combined an ELF grant and PTO funding to engage every student in a 
teamwork and skill-building experience based on a circus theme. An exuberant and 
colorful performance capped the day-long project. 

Franklin School students, such as these first graders, will be challenged to develop new
skills on a climbing wall set against an expansive mural of a rugged Midwestern landscape
including soaring cliffs and a tumbling waterfall, thanks to grants provided by ELF, the
PTO, and an Illinois physical education association.



COM MUNITY COOPERATION 

School traffic safety improved  
Traffic safety conditions around schools have been improved this
Fall, thanks to a cooperative effort among parents, school staff,
police in Park Ridge and Niles, and the City of Park Ridge. “The 
situation is not perfect, but real progress has been made,”
Superintendent Sally Pryor affirmed. The District 64 Traffic Safety
Committee met monthly from July-September to identify and 
remedy a list of specific concerns.

A new cost-sharing agreement between District 64 and the City
resulted in crossing guards being posted at four more intersections,
with a fifth location to be added shortly. “This is an outstanding
example of intergovernmental support that will have a positive
impact not just at schools, but throughout the community as well,”
Dr. Pryor said.  

Other improvements include: new pedestrian crosswalk mark-
ings; new signage; replacement sidewalk squares; and training of
paid and volunteer guards by Park Ridge Police. District 64 has 
purchased new safety vests for adult volunteers to make them 
easier to identify. Police also have increased their presence and
enforcement around schools during drop off and pick up.

The committee will focus on winter travel hazards at this
month’s meeting.

5th grade students help 
with asthma study

All District 64 grade 5 students had an opportunity

to help advance medical research this Fall as par-

ticipants in an asthma screening study conducted

by physicians from Resurrection Medical Center.

In conjunction with the District’s mile run 

fitness testing, students were asked to blow into a

peak flow meter before the run, and at 5- and 

10-minute intervals afterwards. The research was

designed to help identify exercise-induced asthma

that may otherwise go undetected and could

impact a student’s desire and ability to play sports

and exercise. Parents received the screening

results to share with their child’s health care

provider.
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Dr. Megan McGrath (R) records peak flow meter readings
of Carpenter School students. 

Wearing a new District 64 safety vest, volunteer Samantha Papageorge
assists at Washington School.

A N  O P E N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  A L L
P A R K  R I D G E - N I L E S  R E S I D E N T S

during American Education Week 

“STATE OF THE DISTRICT 2007-08”
A conversation with Superintendent Sally Pryor

Thursday, November 15
Noon – 1 p.m.

Park Ridge Public Library – 1st Floor Meeting Room


